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Celebrate our Schools!
American Education Week

November 16-20, 2020

1Distressed that 25 percent of the country’s World War I draftees 
were illiterate and 9 percent were physically unfit, representatives of 
the National Education Association (NEA) and the American Legion 
met in 1919 to seek ways to generate public support for education.  
The conventions of both organizations subsequently adopted 
resolutions of support for a national effort to raise public awareness 
of the importance of education. In 1921, the NEA Representative 
Assembly in Des Moines, Iowa, called  for designation of one week 
each year to spotlight education. In its resolution, the NEA called for: 
“An educational week ... observed in all communities annually for the 
purpose of informing the public of the accomplishments and needs of 
the public schools and to secure the cooperation and support of the 
public in meeting those needs.”

Even though our circumstances are different this year, we 
continue to celebrate our public education community.  This week 
gives everyone a chance to celebrate and honor individuals who 
are making a difference in ensuring that every student receives a 
quality education.  The efforts of teachers, parents, administrators, 
educational support professionals, substitutes, and countless others 
contribute to the success and well being of all of our students.  During 
these times especially, let’s celebrate our schools and each other.

1Ptinted from nea.org.
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All meetings are held in the Poynette High School Auxiliary Gym at 
7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

You will have the opportunity to address members of the Board of Education for up to 3 minutes during the “Com-
munity Forum” portion of the agenda. Please register in the visitor book prior to the beginning of the meeting. You will 
be asked to state your name and address for public records. The Board will listen to all concerns, but can only address 
an item if it appears on the agenda as part of that agenda item. There will be no discussion of personnel or individually 
named students.

• Board of Education Meeting, Monday, 11/16/20, 7:00 p.m Poynette High School Auxiliary Gym
• Board of Education Meeting, Monday, 12/21/20, 7:00 p.m Poynette High School Auxiliary Gym
• Board of Education Meeting, Monday, 01/18/21, 7:00 p.m Poynette High School Auxiliary Gym

“Upon request to the District Administrator, the District shall make reasonable accommodation including the provision of informational material 
in an alternative format as necessary for a disabled person to be able to participate in this activity. At least twenty-four (24) hours advance notice 
of the need for accommodation is appreciated.” 

2021 Spring Election for School Board Members
NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
(S 120.06(12)  Wis. Stats.)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to qualified electors of the 
School District of Poynette that a school board election 
will be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 to fill three (3) School 
Board Member offices.  These offices will each serve a 
three-year term starting April 26, 2021 and ending on April 
22, 2024.  The positions are currently held by Kathleen 
Lucey, Jeff Noble, and Ruth Ann Lee.

An elector desiring to be a candidate for a position on 
the school board must file a Campaign Registration State-
ment (Form CF-1) and a Declaration of Candidacy (Form 
EL-162sd) no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 5, 
2021 at the School District of Poynette, District Office, 
located at 108 N. Cleveland St., Poynette, Wisconsin.  Once 
filed, a declaration may not be withdrawn.

Forms and guidelines can also be accessed through 
our district website at www.poynette.k12.wi.us, under the 

District tab, School Board Members, or on the Wisconsin 
Elections Commission website at http://elections.wi.gov/.  
Forms can also be obtained in person from the Poynette 
Schools Administrative Office during regular business 
hours of  7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the School District 
Offices WILL BE CLOSED FOR WINTER BREAK from Mon-
day, December 23, 2020 through Friday, January 1, 2021.  

Questions regarding district boundary information may 
be directed to the Columbia County Land Information Of-
fice or the Poynette School District Office.  

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if a primary school 
board election is necessary said primary will be held on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021.

Acceptable Photo ID will be required to vote at this elec-
tion.  If you do not have a photo ID you may obtain a free 
ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.

Randy Tomlinson
District Clerk

Board of Education Meetings

Attention Class of 2021
Graduation Needs - Please Order Today

If you have not ordered your graduation needs, go to 
Jostens.com to place your orders.  Senior accessory items 
will be shipped directly to families arriving approximately 
2-3 weeks after the order is placed.  Cap/gown/announce-
ment packages are available as well as individual cap/
gown/tassel units.  When ordering a gown, please add two 
inches to your height.  

Please place your order today.  Late fee charges increase 
the longer you wait to order, and anything ordered January 
1, 2021 or later will not be guaranteed.  Thank you for your 
time and attention in getting the seniors ready for their 
graduation.

Senior Photo for the Yearbook 
All 2021 seniors should submit their senior photos by 

January 15, 2021. Jostens has a private link for parents 
and photographers to use to upload their senior’s photo 
directly into the yearbook software file. The link to upload 
the photo is https://images.jostens.com/415468917.   A 
confirmation of the submission automatically goes to the 
sender, and the yearbook advisor will be able to access 
the upload. To ensure high quality printing in the year-
book, please provide only high resolution images in JPG, 
TIFF, or PNG format. The only props allowed in the photo 
are props related to school activities. Please contact Mrs. 
Shepard, yearbook adviser, if you have any questions.
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The View From Here
A Thankful View

A Message from Matt Shappell, District Administrator
The daily changes and challenges of living through a 

pandemic make this a time of uncertainty.   We don’t know 
what the future holds regarding the pandemic, but we do 
know that, even in the midst of stress and anxiety, we have 
a lot for which to be thankful.

Our district gained enough square footage to allow the 
level of face-to-face instruction we’ve enjoyed to date.  
Simply put, without the new building, our plan would 
be a patchwork of moving middle schoolers to the high 
school for part days and high school to all remote instruc-
tion from day one.  We are so thankful that it didn’t need to 
happen that way -- the generosity of the community and 
their embrace of the vision for our district made the start 
of the year happen as it did. 

We are also thankful for our custodians and buildings 
and grounds folks. They have the herculean task of clean-
ing every desktop, every night.  They sanitize frequently 
touched surfaces like handles and bathrooms, several 
times a day.  We’ve added ultraviolet germicidal lights to 
the middle and high school ventilation systems (elemen-
tary school is pending), we have installed the CDC and 
EPA recommended air filters throughout the district, and 
spread room based HEPA filters to classrooms as well.  All 
this on top of our day-to-day cleaning and maintenance.

Just as it is important to maintain the buildings, we also 
need to maintain our students, and we do that through 
USDA approved meals.  We are thankful for our food 
service personnel.  They are really busy, especially since 
students eat in shifts, making timing critical.  You can find 
some of our food service workers on Wednesdays, in PPE, 
waiting to deliver meals during our drive through pick up 
times.  Cold, rain, wind, they are out there making sure our 
students get what they need. 

Our students need intellectual and emotional “nutri-
tion” as well.  Our teachers, paraprofessionals, and student 
service staff have been amazing -- and we are thankful 
for their dedication, empathy, and resilience.  Preparing 
young people for the future has always been a daunting 
task.  The pandemic adds new stressors: access to technol-
ogy, family stressors, finding new effective ways to teach 
and support students -- the list goes on.  Our folks serve 
students in person and in the virtual world.  The needs are 
great and I’m humbled by the full hearts of our staff. 

And finally we are thankful for our students and 
families.  Learning during a pandemic is hard.  Sched-

ules change at a moment’s notice, technology can be 
troublesome, and sometimes the day-to-day can seem 
overwhelming.  Throughout this challenging time, our 
students have demonstrated a growth mindset -- and an 
ability to think critically to overcome pandemic created 
hurdles.  It isn’t fun living and learning in the middle of a 
historic event, but our students know how to persevere 
and thrive. 

As I walked through the elementary school office, there 
was a little guy, sitting on a chair with his colorful mask on 
and his legs swinging.  He greeted me with a wave. 

“Hello there.  What’s going on?”
“Just waiting.”
“Did you have a good day?”
“Yeah.  But I’m tired.”
“Me too.”
As usual, our youngest students often get right to the 

heart of the matter. I’m sure we are all a little tired, and we 
are all “just waiting” for the pandemic to be over. 

Great things happen in our schools each and every day 
and we can’t wait to invite everyone in.  Until then, stay 
safe and know that we are all in this together.

  
 Thanks, 
Matt Shappell 
District Administrator 
School District of Poynette
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Differences between Influenza 

and COVID-19 
While more is learned every day, there is still a lot that is 

unknown about COVID-19. 
The information provided below compares COVID-19 

and the flu, given the most recent information available. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FLU (INFLUENZA)
 AND COVID-19? 

The flu and COVID-19 are both contagious respiratory 
illnesses caused by different viruses. COVID-19 is caused 
by a new coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2. The flu is caused 
by any variety of different types and strains of the influenza 
virus. Many of the symptoms of COVID-19 and the flu are 
the same, and both can be mild or severe, and even fatal. 

DO THE FLU AND COVID-19 SPREAD THE SAME WAY? 
Both viruses spread through respiratory droplets made 

when ill individuals cough, sneeze, talk or sing. These 
droplets can be transmitted through the air and can col-
lect on surfaces. Symptoms of COVID-19 that are different 
from the flu can include complete or partial loss of taste or 
smell. While COVID-19 and the flu are thought to spread in 
similar ways, COVID-19 is more contagious among specific 
populations and age groups. Shared symptoms include: 
• Fever or feeling feverish • Chills or shivering • Cough • 
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing • Fatigue • Sore 
throat • Runny or stuffy nose • Muscle pain or body aches • 
Headache • Vomiting and diarrhea (more common in chil-
dren than adults)

IS TREATMENT FOR COVID-19 AND THE FLU THE SAME?
Both are treated by addressing symptoms. Severe cases of 

either may require hospitalization and extreme cases may 
require ventilation. Antiviral medications may shorten the 
duration of COVID-19. FDA-approved influenza antivirals 
treat severe cases. 

CAN THE FLU AND COVID-19 BE PREVENTED THE SAME WAY? 
Both can be prevented by wearing masks, maintaining 

hand hygiene, staying home when sick, physical distanc-
ing, and limiting contact with sick individuals. There is no 
evidence that getting a flu vaccine increases your risk of 
getting COVID-19.

DOES THE FLU VACCINE INCREASE YOUR RISK OF GETTING 
COVID-19? DOES THE FLU VACCINE PREVENT COVID-19? 

The flu vaccine does not prevent COVID-19. Sources: cdc.
gov, FDA.gov, Johns Hopkins Medicine, American Academy 
of Pediatrics (AAP) COVID-19 and the Flu Q & A Flu vac-
cines help with the prevention and spread of influenza as 
well as reduce hospitalizations and the duration or severity 

of viral infections. People are encouraged to get vaccinated 
every year. If more than 40% of Wisconsinites received the 
vaccine each year, communities would see less transmis-
sion and fewer serious complications.

IF THE FLU VACCINE DOES NOT PREVENT COVID-19, WHY SHOULD 
I GET IT? DO ANTIBIOTICS WORK AGAINST COVID-19 OR THE FLU?

Antibiotics do not work against viruses. They only work 
against bacterial infections. According to a new American 
Academy of Pediatrics statement, influenza vaccination is 
recommended for those 6 months and older without un-
derlying health conditions. 

SHOULD I GET MY CHILD A FLU VACCINE? CAN CHILDREN WITH 
COVID-19 RECEIVE THE FLU VACCINE?

Children with COVID-19 can receive a vaccine after re-
covery. Children with nasal congestion should have the 
nasal spray version of the vaccine after congestion has 
cleared. Yes, children can receive the flu vaccine with CO-
VID-19.  Health and safety measures should be in place in-
cluding practitioners wearing a face mask, clean gloves and 
eye protection. Gowns are not required. 

ARE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR HOW THE FLU 
VACCINE IS GIVEN DURING THE PANDEMIC? CAN SOMEONE GET 

THE FLU AND COVID-19 AT THE SAME TIME? 
Yes, it is possible to test positive for the flu and COVID-19 

at the same time. With the flu, a person can develop symp-
toms anywhere from 1 to 4 days after infection. With CO-
VID-19, a person typically develops symptoms 5 days after 
being infected, but symptoms can appear as early as 2 days 
after infection or as late as 14 days after.

 HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE FOR COVID-19 OR FLU SYMPTOMS TO 
APPEAR AFTER SOMEONE IS EXPOSED TO SOMEONE WHO IS 

SICK? HOW LONG CAN SOMEONE BE CONTAGIOUS WITH THE FLU 
OR COVID-19?  

While still under investigation, a person with COVID-19 
may be contagious longer than if they had the flu. It is pos-
sible to be contagious for about 2 days before experienc-
ing symptoms and individuals can remain contagious for 
at least 10 days after symptoms appear. If someone has no 
symptoms or symptoms go away, they may still be conta-
gious for at least 10 days after testing positive for the vi-
rus. Most people with the flu are contagious for about 1 day 
before they show symptoms. Older children and adults ap-
pear to be most contagious during the initial 3-4 days of 
their illness and stay contagious for approximately 7 days. 
Infants and immunocompromised individuals can be con-
tagious for even longer than a week.

Sources: cdc.gov, FDA.gov, Johns Hopkins Medicine, 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

Nurse’s Report
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Counselor’s Corner
by Todd Anderson

PHS Guidance Counselor
Seniors should be completing applications to colleges 

and universities now if you haven’t already done so.  
Remember that students can now submit an unofficial 
transcript and ACT score within the application.  Students 
also have the option of including their ACT score in the 
application process or choosing not to include it. Please 
contact the counseling office if you have more questions 
about his new application option.  Housing applications 
will be arriving in the near future.  Make sure to complete 
and send those applications back in a timely manner to get 
your first choice if you plan to live on campus next year.

 Hopefully, you have also completed the FAFSA (Federal 
Application For Student Aid).  If not, you still have time to 
get that done.  You can do this online at www.fafsa.gov. Many 
colleges will have priority deadlines that are in December, 
January or February so don’t wait to get that application 
done.  Remember, you should not have to pay anything 
to complete this form. Fafsa.com & fafsa.org WILL charge 
you to complete the fafsa.  Only access the application at 
www.fafsa.gov.  If you have questions, or need assistance 

completing the application, contact the counseling office 
at the high school at 635-4347 ext. 404.

 If your student is required to take placement testing 
for college next fall you will receive information on that.  
Testing usually takes place from January through March or 
early April.  If required, the college will contact your student 
with directions on how to take the required placement 
testing.  

Local scholarship applications will be made available to 
students in December and those applications will be due in 
the counseling office on February 15th.  

 Juniors should be thinking about making those college 
campus visits this spring.  This is a great time to begin 
narrowing your college choices to keep your applications 
in check.  Remember that the required ACT Test is fast 
approaching.  All Juniors will be taking the ACT in February.  
All Juniors should have taken a practice ACT test in October 
and have those results that they can use through Method 
Test Prep to work on improving their scores.  Method Test 
Prep is available through your student’s Xello account.

Conferencing for all Freshmen and Juniors is taking 
place now.  Contact Mr. Anderson to schedule your Junior 
Connections Conference or Ms. Hamer to schedule your 
Freshman Connections Conference.

School Calendar
(Subject to change)

Tuesday, November 24   First Trimester Ends Grades 4K-4

Wednesday, November 25 to Friday, November 27  NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break               

Wednesday, December 23 to Friday, January 1 NO SCHOOL, Winter Break

Monday, January 4   CLASSES RESUME

Friday, January 15    Second Quarter Ends Grades 5-12

Monday, January 18 OPEN HOUSE, Grades 9-12 ONLY, 4:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.                                                                                               
NO SCHOOL, Staff ProfessionalDevelopment Day

Friday, March 5     Second Trimester Ends Grades 4K-4

Thursday, March 11  EARLY RELEASE K-4 ONLY at 1:15 
 MS & HS REGULAR DISMISSAL TIME 
 4K-12 PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                              4K-4  PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 2:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                              5-12 PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 4:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.

Friday, March 12      NO SCHOOL, Staff Half Day Professional Development

Friday, March 26        Third Quarter Ends Grades 5-12               

Monday, March 29 to Friday, April 2       NO SCHOOL, Spring Break

Monday, April 5       NO SCHOOL, Staff Professional Development

Sunday, May 30       Graduation at Poynette High School, Kerr Gymnasium

Monday, May 31         NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day

Friday, June 4                                                                                                                EARLY RELEASE for ALL K-12 STUDENTS at 12:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                            Last Day of School for Students & Teachers                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                              Half Day Professional Development for Teachers  
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 P o y n e t t e  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  c a n  w o r k  w i t h
y o u  t o  p r o v i d e  w i n t e r  c l o t h i n g  i n c l u d i n g

c o a t s ,  s n o w  p a n t s ,  b o o t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  w i n t e r
a c c e s s o r i e s  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  r e c e i v e  w i n t e r  c l o t h i n g  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d ,  o r

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  w i n t e r
c l o t h i n g  f u n d ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M a k e n z i e
H a m e r ,  P o y n e t t e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  S o c i a l

W o r k e r ,  a t   6 0 8 - 6 3 5 - 4 3 4 7  E x t .  4 4 8  o r  a t
m h a m e @ p o y n e t t e . k 1 2 . w i . u s .

T H A N K  Y O U  I N

A D V A N C E  F O R

Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y !

P O Y N E T T E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

Is Your Child in
Need of Warm

Winter
Clothing?

Student Services
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Upcoming Events

Announcements

MISSING
LIBRARY
BOOKS

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  M S .  M A U R E R ,  K - 1 2  L I B R A R Y  M E D I A  S P E C I A L I S T
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Puma Highlights 
The 20-21 Fab Lab Grant Makes for a Fabulous Start in STEAM

We are so excited to begin our implementation of our Fab Lab Grant in the School District of Poynette! The grant pro-
gram is designed to support hands-on science, technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM) education by assisting 
public school districts with equipment purchases used for instructional and educational purposes in fabrication labo-
ratories in Wisconsin schools. The open Fab Lab environment enables students to learn the skills necessary to thrive in 
the 21st century global economy. Fab Labs may also serve as a local economic development tool, providing a resource 
for entrepreneurs, businesses and inventors through community access. With the support of the Fab Lab Grant, we were 
able to purchase two vinyl cutters, a laser cutter/engraving machine, 3D scanner and a Tormach CNC milling machine. 

We’re already off to a fabulous start! Our teachers explored the proper use of some of the tools at an in-house training 
by First Technologies. Some of our students have started to use some of the equipment with reclaimed materials and 
we’re planning for even more training for staff again soon. We can’t wait to see what things our students will create with 
these tools at their fingertips.

Pictured here are our teachers learning how to use our 3D scanner, Laser Cutter & Engraver and our new Vinyl Cutter. 

Here our new Tormach 770M CNC Mill is getting 
installed in our STEAM area. Want to learn more 
about what this machine can do? Check out the 
details here: https://tormach.com/machines/
mills/770m.html

Check out these urls to learn more about the tools these folks 
will have at their fingertips: https://www.rolanddga.com/.../
camm-1-gs-24-desktop-vinyl..., https://afinia.com/laser.../
emblaser2-laser-cutter-engraver/, https://afinia.com/3d.../
einscan-se-einscan-sp-3d-scanners/



School District of Poynette Newsletter    Page 9    November/December/January Issue 2020-2021

Puma Highlights 
The 20-21 Fab Lab Grant Makes for a Fabulous Start in STEAM

Aaron P. is double-checking his job size measurements 
and designing in Aspire CAD for his scrabble project (see 
TV screen). He’s working on reclaimed wood from the 
old bleachers in our Kerr Gym. (Notice that Aaron is in 
our new STEAM area at the high school. See the garage 
door in the background. Those doors can be opened so 
that students can work in various areas throughout and 
teachers can safely hear and monitor students as they 
work in different sections of the lab. There are two other 
rooms in this area that open up in this same manner.)

PHS students are designing in the Aspire CAD software 
program for the CNC router. Students will design Scrab-
ble pieces for a wall decoration, created out of the old 
Kerr Gym bleacher planks. Their CAD design is started, 
they are busy learning about the different router bits. 
They have their wood bleacher planks planed, jointed, 
mitered and measured. Students are ready to design the 
Scrabble piece by piece.

MAA High School Math 
Contest of Wisconsin

Congratulations to Anneliese G. for a first place fin-
ish in the Mathematical Association of America (MAA) 
High School Math Contest of Wisconsin.  As a freshman, 
Anneliese scored in the top 20% of high school students 
participating from across the state.  Way to go Anneliese!

Yearbook News
Orders for the 2020-2021 yearbook should be ordered 

online with payments made directly to Jostens. Place your 
order today at jostensyearbooks.com. 

Thanksgiving Break
Thanksgiving break is Wednesday, November 25 - Fri-

day, November 27.  Enjoy your break!

Does Your Child Know Where to Go 
When Schools Close Early?

It is recommended that you speak with your elemen-
tary/middle school student(s) about a safe place to go if 
schools must close early and no one is at home.  We would 
also appreciate a call to the school office with this infor-
mation so that it can be noted on the student’s registration 
information (if not already noted).  Thank you for your 
assistance with this matter.



School District of Poynette Newsletter   Page 10    November/December/January Issue 2020-2021

Around the District
The PAD Parent Club

The PAD Parent Club is a volunteer organization com-
mitted to making a positive impact on our students, staff 
and school climate. Every year, the PoynetteArlington-
Dekorra Parent Club hosts or supports over 40 events! In 
addition, we support improvements to our school and 
technology for our students.   

How can you help support the PAD Parent Club? 
1.  We need more members!  - meetings take place the 

1st  Tuesday of the month, contact     poynetteparent-
club@gmail.com to join

2. Volunteer for an event – contact poynetteparent-
club@ gmail.com to sign up

3. Clip and Save – Box Tops – Tyson Project A+ – for our 
twice yearly competitions

4. Download the Shoparoo App – you can raise $ for 
our school just by scanning your receipts

5. Support our events!
6. LIKE us on FB - PAD Parent Club

Use of School Facilities
The School District of Poynette has policies related to 

district and non-district residents’ use of our school facili-
ties. Anyone interested in using our facilities can contact 
any of the school offices for a Facility Use Agreement form. 
Mr. Hausser is the contact person (635-4347, ext. 100) 
for use of the elementary school, and Mrs. McCracken 
(635-4347, ext. 401) for use of the middle school and high 
school. As always, we will continue to work with our com-
munity organizations and residents to allow the usage as 
stated in Board policy. School activities take precedence, 
and then clubs or groups based on their seasons. More 

information can be found on our school district website 
or by calling Mr. Hausser or Mrs. McCracken at the above 
numbers. 

Poynette Athletic Booster Club
Poynette Athletic Booster Club is committed to sup-

porting athletics in a positive manner. Please be a part of 
Boosters to help us continue to promote good sportsman-
ship and standards for our children. Meetings are held 
the third Wednesday of the month.  All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Feel free to contact us at poynette-
boosterclub@ gmail.com.

The Poynette Music Parents (PMP)
The Poynette Music Parents (PMP) is dedicated to pro-

moting music education and activities at all grade levels 
(K-12). All parents of music students are welcome and en-
couraged to participate! Meetings are held the first Mon-
day of the month.  Please join us to find out what exciting 
activities we have planned for this year! Visit our website 
https://google. com/ site/poynettemusicparents.org.

The Friends of the Fine Arts
The Friends of the Fine Arts is an organization com-

mitted to providing area youth and community members 
with opportunities to experience performing and visual 
arts through establishing a Performing Arts Center in 
the community of Poynette. Meetings are held the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m.  Any community 
member is welcome to attend the meetings. To contact the 
group, please email: finearts.information@ gmail.com.

Athletics
PHS Athletics

The start dates for winter sports are as follows:

Student athletes participating in sports MUST complete an alternate year form or physical form BEFORE 
beginning practice sessions.  Both the Alternate Year form and Physical form can be found on the high school 
website under the “athletics” tab.  Most of the other necessary athletic forms can be done online.  The links for 
these forms can also befound on the high school website under the “athletics” tab.

Athletic fees need to be paid either online or at the school office before the first contest and are not refund-
able. Grades 9-12 fee is $50 (per sport season per student).

AS A REMINDER, due to the dynamic situation of the current health regulations and guidance, these dates 
and details pertaining to each sport are subject to change.

• Girls Basketball - November 16
• Hockey - November 16
• Boys Basketball - November 23

• Wrestling - November 23
• Girls Curling - December 2
• Boys Curling - January 4
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Puma News
Cross Country Success

Congratulations to the cross country team for their record setting performances at the WIAA Sectional Cross Country 
Meet on October 24 in Winneconne.

Katelyn C. was the individual champion in the girls race and earned her fourth trip to the state meet. She is the only 
girl in school history to qualify for state four times individually. Katelyn also ran a school record time of 18:43 for 5K, 
which makes her the only girl in school history to break 19:00. Megan R. also ran as an individual qualifier at the sec-
tional. She finished in 24th place and ended her career with a lifetime personal record time of 22:16.

The boys team won the sectional meet and earned a trip to the state meet as a team. This is the first time in school 
history a boys team has won the sectional meet. This is only the third time in school history a boys team has qualified 
for state and the first since 2011. Boys who qualified for the state meet are Tucker J. (4th place), Trent C. (7th place), 
Trent S. (10th place), Isaiah G. (17th place), Austin K. (29th place), Cash S. (33rd place), and Carter H. (34th place). 

Overall, the cross country program has now had a team or individual at the WIAA state meet in 20 of the last 21 years. 
Congratulations Pumas!
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POYNETTE SCHOOL
DISTRICT:   

@pumapridepsd

DR SHAPPELL:
@MattShappell

DR HOERNKE:
@HoernkeMark

MRS MCCRACKEN:
@jessicamccrac15

DR PRITZL:
@jerrypritzl

MR HAUSSER:
@jhausser

Board of Education
Kathleen Lucey ............................................................ President
Kevin Thays ......................................................... Vice President
Randy Tomlinson ............................................................... Clerk 
Jeff Noble ..................................................................... Treasurer
Gerald Burke ................................................................  Member
Jamie Pauli ....................................................................  Member
Sally Stewart .................................................................  Member

Administration
Matthew Shappell .................................  District Administrator
Linda Dallman ............................................. Business Manager
David Fischer ...............................Director of Student Services
Mark Hoernke ........................ Poynette High School Principal
Jessica McCracken .............................  PHS  Assistant Principal
                                                           and District Athletic Director
Jerry Pritzl ............................Poynette Middle School Principal
Jay Hausser .................. Poynette Elementary School Principal

School Website: www.poynette.k12.wi.us
District Administrative Offices ........................635-4347, Ext. 5
Poynette Elementary School ............................................. Ext. 4
Poynette Middle School .................................................... Ext. 6
Poynette High School ........................................................ Ext. 7
GO Riteway Bus Company ..........................................745-1501
District Newsletter ................................... Marie Klink, Ext. 403
PHS Sports Updates ............ www.capitolnorthconference.org 

The Mission of the School District of 
Poynette is to provide an education that treats 

each person as an individual.
We will instill within each student the 

love of learning, foster self-esteem and civic 
responsibility. Our educational program will 

impart the necessary skills to excel in 
a changing and progressing society.

Read with your child...

it could be the most important  
20 minutes of your day!

Jamie Pauli

Sally Stewart
Ruth Ann Lee

Jamie Pauli......

Sally Stewart
Ruth Ann Lee


